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The Germans surrendered to the Allies at Rheims, France, the
next day, May 7, 1945. On May 8, the national dim out was lifted as
President Truman proclaimed VE Day. A memorial service was held
in front of the Chester County Courthouse on Sunday afternoon,
May 13, at 5:30 p.m. The Reverend B.E. Wall, of First Baptist
Church, gave the address.
More than 100 members of Purity served in the armed forces dur

ing World War II, some for the entire .four or more years, others for
as little as six weeks.

Three sons were killed in action;

LTJG Robert E. Abell, Jr., U.S. Navy, 1945
1st Lt. John M. Hemphill, Jr., Army Air Corps, 1942
1st Lt. Rufus A. Oliphant, Jr., Army Air Corps, 1943

Three sons were prisoners of war:

J. Willis Hastings
Hugh Wallace Tinsley
Paul Hayne Wilkes, Jr.

Other prisoners of war who later became members of Purity were:

Joe H. Giltner, Jr.
Hugh S. Muldrow
D.C. (Pete) Wylie.Jr.

Members of Purity who served in the armed forces were:
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ARMY: (Includes Army Air Corps)
Alexander, Palmer Roddey
Andrews, William H.

Bankhead,JoeC.
Bankhead, J. Boyce
Bankhead, John N.
Bankhead, William Odell
Brawley, Hiram W.
Brawley, Jack T.
Brawley, John R.
Brice, Charles William, Jr.
Brice, William White
Brunson, Emmett W., Jr.
Caldwell, Robert B. Jr.
Carroll, William Boyd

Campbell, John B.
Campbell, Melvin J.
Carson, Richard B.
Craig, Morgan J.
Cranford, Meyer Hope
Crawford, Robert S.
Crosby, John A., Jr.
Cunningham, George L.
Dawson, Edward H.
Gaines, Walter G.
Gladden, C. Banks
Gladden, William Ross
Grant, James F.
Hafner, Robert R.
Hastings, J. Willis



Haile, Edward W., Jr.
Hall, Harold Everett
Hemphill, John M., Jr.
Hemphill, Robert W.
Homer, James H.
Homer, Lawson Clifton, Jr.
Huey, John L.
Huey, Robert F.
Huey, Roy M.
Huey, Septimus A.
Kelsey,LamarH.,Jr.
Kluttz, William B.
Knox, James Blair
Knox, John Milton
Knox, Robert D.
Knox, William A.
Lewis, James S.
Lineberger, Thomas H.
Lindsay, James H., Sr.
McAIiley, Charles C.
McConnell, Robert L., Jr.
McCoy, John R.
McCoy, Victor Oswald
McFadden, John C.
McFadden, J. Means
McFadden, Sam F.
McFadden, Stuart Pryor
McSween, Harry Y.
McSween, William C.
Motz, Andrew F.
Oliphant, Rufus Alexander, Jr.
Patrick, Herbert L., Jr.
Pegram, Ward W., Jr.
Perry, Charles F.
Perry, Francis S.
Powell, Fred J., Jr.
Ray, James U.
Rhodes, Jeff R.
Robinson, James M., Jr.
Simpson, John F.

Simril, John W.
Smith, (Miss) Helen
Smith,(Miss) Mildred L.
Smith, (Miss) Ruth A.
Taylor, G. Aiken
Tinsley, Hugh Wallace
Walker, Robert L.
Wallace, Russell S.
Walton, James A.
Walton, Leonard K.
Watson, Harold S.
Wilkes,PaulH.,Jr.
Williams, Harry M., Jr.
Woods, William S.
Woodward, Andrew D.

NAVY and MARINE CORPS

Abell, Robert E., Jr.
Brooks, Thomas B.
Douglas, (Miss) Mary C.
Douglas, Robert L., Jr.
Dunbar, James E., Jr.
Ehrlich, Morris J., Jr.
Grant, Jesse C.
Kennedy, Edward, Jr.
Lineberger, Howard P.
Long, George F.
Long, James L.
Long, William B.
McAIiley, James W.
McCoy, Alfred
McWater, David A.
Miller, Harry M.
Perry, David C.
Ray, Marcus T.
Ray, William L.
Simpson, Robert A.
Wallace, William R.,Jr.
White, Killough H.
Youngue, Stanley W.

At a memorial service held on Sunday, November 3, 1946, a
bronze plaque was placed in the sanctuary in memory of the three
young men who lost their lives in the war. It reads:

To the Glory of God and in loving memory of the three sons of this
Church who gave their lives in the cause of freedom.
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